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From the Cookbook
of Unwritten Recipes
by Nina Corwin
With her Old World wisdom in her apron 
pocket, Grandma Bucca tells us
the best Romanian soup 
is only as good as it is ugly.
Measuring out ingredients
with a well-practiced eye, she adds,
the secret is in the simmering 
the hours spent on the back burner
when the broth gets lumpy and glutinous 
from dumplings that grow thick with time—
As you and I absorb 
the flavors of our days.
Steeping in each other,
we become more and less our selves.
Our separate textures lose their crunch. 
Potatoes gets pulpy, onions melt. It isn’t
pretty. The very aroma of chicken fat 
makes us thick around the middle.
We simmer 
until we get it right.
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